University of Chicago

· 1 College, 5000 undergrad students
· Medium sized

· Close to Downtown

· No wall between undergrad and research

· Accord Curriculum

· Choose sequence of courses

· Small class, cap at 18

· No lecture notes, hands on

· Then, Research

· Residential House System

· Live together, groups about 50 to 60

· 10 resident halls

· Rivalries, traditions

· 500 Student Organizations

· 2 Orchestras

· Career Advising System

Dartmouth College

· Student town in Hanover, New Hampshire

· 265 acres – ski way, organic farm, 18 hole golf course

· College + University

· Only professors teach

· #1 Undergraduate Teaching

· 4 terms, 3 classes per term

· Dartmouth Plan

· Required to stay on campus in freshman and senior year

· Required summer school for sophomores

· Internship opportunity during fall, winter, spring

· Less competition with other college students

· Move around a lot, so constant leadership positions needed

· “It’s cheating, but it’s working beautifully”

· 350 Student Groups

· Peer Recommendation Required
· A PEER has to write it
· About who the applicant is
· Need-blind financial: does not care about income for financial aid
Duke University

· Relatively young, founded in 1924

· Undergraduate focused, medium sized

· Discovering Uses for Knowledge is Education

· 1.5 acre per student, surrounded by forest

· Special residential space for only 1700 first year undergrads

· Research Triangle Park, silicon valley of East Coast

· Highest number of MD and PhD per capita in the world

· Rich Cultural Life

· BEST FOOD!!!!!

· Flexible Curriculum

· Declare Major by end of second year (but not before)

· Encourage studying broadly

· Focus Program (search)
· Duke Engage
· $30 million endowment to fund an immersive service experience at home or abroad for every interested undergraduate

Stanford University

· Quarter System

· Take 50% more classes

· 6.5:1 Student to Faculty

· 75% of classes have 15 students

· Freshman-Sophomore Seminars capped at 16

· $4mil funds to undergrad research

· Interdisciplinary Courses

· One Campus

· Housing Guaranteed for 4 years

· 80 different housing options

· 650 clubs/organizations (100+ in fine arts)

· Entrepreneurial, encourage students to think outside the box

· NO INTERVIEWS.
Yale University

· New Haven, 10k pop

· 1.5 hours away from NYC

· 2000 courses, 75 majors

· 2 week period at the beginning of each semester – “Shopping period”

· 75% of classes have about 20 students

· $500mil in research

· 12 smaller residential colleges

· Each has its each dining hall, library, courtyard, gym, game room

· Sorts out randomly, develop close relationship with each other

· Master’s Tea (search)
· Abroad program
· Yale-Beijing, Yale-in-London
· Study abroad almost anywhere
· Need-Blind admissions process
NO TOEFL
· Yale: “But if you do choose to take TOEFL, I believe each of our schools require a minimum score of 100”

· Others nod.

· Stanford: “105.”

Early Decision / Early Action
· Wellesley, Duke, and Dartmouth

· Early Decision
· When you are admitted, you HAVE to come – withdraw ALL other applications

· Engaged

· Stanford, Yale

· Restrictive Early Action – only ONE application allowed to ANYWHERE in the world
· Non-binding, welcome to apply for others in regular decision

· Dating seriously

· Chicago

· Early Action

· Totally non-binding

Application Process
· No one part of the application gets you admitted/prevents you from admitted

· Talked about by a committee of people

· Important parts of application:

· 1st Place: Transcripts and Essays

· Teachers Recommendation and Extra-curricular

· Standardized Tests

· Put your name on your application (Passport Names)

· THERE ARE NO NUMBERS that dictate  - they look at everything.

· Completely absent from conversation between you and college: Agents
Summer:

· Do whatever we need to do

· Summer Program: doesn’t change application

· Kids need to be kids: fancy summer experiences don’t change anything

